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A. Comprehensive Plan Goals

Of the goals addressed by the proposal, which is the single primary goal? 
Proposals should discuss how the proposed activity is designed to address the primary goal. 
Check one:

 Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key 
coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

Restore Water Quality – Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh, 
estuarine and marine waters.

Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources – Restore and protect healthy, 
diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

Enhance Community Resilience – Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to adapt to 
short- and long-term changes.

Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy – Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the Gulf 
economy.

Notes:



B. Comprehensive Plan Objectives

Proposals must clearly identify which objectives the proposal will address

1. Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

4. Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



8. Of these objectives which is the single primary objective the proposal addresses?

Check one:

 Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

Promote Community Resilience

Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes



C. RESTORE Act and Comprehensive Plan Priority Criteria  
  
All proposals must explain if the proposal addresses one or more of the priority criteria as established by the 
RESTORE Act and Initial Comprehensive Plan and, if so, how. 

1. This project is projected to make the greatest contribution to restoring and protecting the natural resources, 
ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region, 
without regard to geographic location within the Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. This is a large-scale project/program that is projected to substantially contribute to restoring and protecting 
the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast ecosystem. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. This project is contained in existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans for the restoration and protection 
of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO

4. This project will restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and 
wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 

YES NO

5. Promote Community Resilience

YES NO Not articulated N/A

6. Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



D. Comprehensive Plan Commitments 
  
All proposals must demonstrate how the proposal will achieve any or all of the commitments in the Comprehensive 
Plan. The commitments in the Comprehensive Plan are as follows:  
  
Does the proposal articulate how it will achieve the following commitments in the comprehensive plan?

1. Science-based Decision-Making 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to Restoration

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Engagement, Inclusion, and Transparency

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Leveraging Resources and Partnerships 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

5. Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts 

YES NO

Notes:

E. Meeting Commitments and Tracking and Measuring Progress

1. Does the proposal articulate how it will meet and achieve its commitments?

YES NO Not articulated

2. Does the proposal have a plan for tracking and measuring progress?

YES NO

Notes:



F. Proposal Emphasis Areas

Does the submission describe how the proposed project or program addresses the following four considerations:

1. Is the proposed activity foundational in the sense that the project or program forms an initial core step (or 
steps) in addressing a significant ecosystem issue, and can future activities be tiered to substantially increase 
the benefits?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Will the proposed activity be sustainable over time?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Is the proposed activity likely to succeed?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Does the proposed activity benefit the human community? 
(examples of benefits may include, but are not limited to: how a project will utilize local workers, how a project 
will benefit geographically or socially vulnerable communities, how a project will benefit the natural resources 
critical to natural-resource dependent industries such as fisheries, tourism, etc.) 
 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:


	PROPOSAL TITLE_KbZpcCXPoO4NBnL8PwcRxQ: Gulf of Mexico Alliance (GOMA) Gulf-wide Restoration Coordination and Support
	PROPORAL NUMBER_fiVNLbPx64VluOUnEwm8Rw: AL-2
	LOCATION_3TRFEbigx2qMn-xZrwGgPg: Gulf-wide
	SPONSOR(S)_pm*7lr5GNuNFAswrSp*yOA: Alabama
	TYPE OF FUNDING REQUESTED (Pla_Jl1IcSr2MosQkI9RDtwlRQ: Planning, Technical Assistance, Implementation
	REVIEWED BY:_fxQ9m3uQxeEINpFQlxJ3mQ: Alyssa Dausman
	DATE:_nKkRx09WKC33B5nIAkDo*w: 02/14/2015
	singleselectfield_5pN2cpwlVJrl2hu4Sr-qhw: 0
	Notes:_LXZaTlpa8DERVDzdWyVBiw: As indicated on pages 2 and 3 of the proposal, this proposed project addresses the goal to Restore and Conserve Habitat.  Specifically in the beneficial use of dredge materials (BU) portion and the projects it proposes to support.  The BU portion will provide financial support to small-scale Regional Sediment Management and BU projects across the Gulf, specifically those associated with habitat restoration. 
	_1_ Restore, Enhance, and Prot_cemZXWlXlHqtTB2JVWP2aA: 0
	_2_ Restore, Improve, and Prot_T7QbMg3qJE1zAfZKcLoilQ: 0
	_3_ Protect and Restore Living_*sj*618XpGyBlCAo1BckBA: 0
	_4_ Restore and Enhance Natura_uZai1zCDd3BtaP468Jp7Pw: 0
	Notes:_VYndyYIJr6GQG9cYV72yqg: Pages 4 and 5 of the proposal clearly articulate how the aforementioned objectives will be addressed.  As is discussed in more detail below, regional sediment management and BU of dredge material is primarily focused on habitat conservation and restoration, which will help protect and improve water resources, protect living and marine resources, and protect natural processes and shorelines.
	singleselectfield_YBOvjmTnofJQr2gODeWJRQ: 0
	_1_ This project is projected _DPMgXNukuc3*dbkerMPTnw: 0
	_2_ This is a large-scale proj_HrhqVvNKGkxi2*WvfKlYRw: 0
	_3_ This project is contained _HkzjM0ZHWwvF*oMLOCyZ-g: 0
	_4_ This project will restore _IIg1ezFQR5XnwR0OIna-1g: 0
	_5_ Promote Community Resilien_Gq4uVp1DCqDt-b8EzMFyEA: 0
	_6_ Promote Natural Resource S_s2cZLeCRVogh*IA89guMzg: 0
	Notes:_cvvrIu7Vw2HeAkxCsqsGtA: As indicated in the proposal, the Gulf of Mexico Alliance (GOMA) is a regional partnership that includes State and Federal agencies, academia, business & industry, non‐governmental conservation organizations, and private citizens. The work of GOMA parallels some of the efforts of the RESTORE Council to address comprehensive Gulf‐wide ecosystem restoration. This proposal provides programmatic support for GOMA’s collaborative partnership to facilitate coordination and enhance benefits of restoration‐related activities among the various agencies, organizations, resource managers, scientists, consultants, and industry experts in the region, regardless of the funding source. Through GOMA’s Priority Issue Teams (PITs) and its larger partner network, entities involved in restoration activities will be better informed and able to make project implementation decisions with the maximum available information regarding ongoing efforts in the Gulf Coast Region. As a result, priorities can be aligned, duplication of efforts can be minimized, and leveraging opportunities can be identified at an early stage of project/program identification and design. GOMA’s organizational structure is large in scale with a Gulf‐ wide reach. 

In 2006, GOMA released the first Governors’ Action Plan, unveiling the six issues that were priorities for all five of the Gulf States concerning regional ecosystem health. In 2009, GOMA partners developed an updated Governors’ Action Plan II, identifying specific objectives for each of those issues. After 10 years of addressing priority issues in the region, GOMA recently re‐evaluated and confirmed those priority issues to be: Water Resources; Habitat Resources; Wildlife and Fisheries; Data and Monitoring; Education and Engagement; and Community Resilience.

The Gulf of Mexico Alliance has also developed regional tools and plans to further coordinate state, federal and nongovernmental efforts. These include:
-The Gulf Regional Sediment Management Master Plan ‐ A collection of products intended to guide more effective management of sediment resources in the Gulf for habitat restoration as well as coastal community resilience.
-Gulf of Mexico Mapping Master Plan is a comprehensive plan to collaboratively acquire data on the physical characteristics of the Gulf region, particularly elevation, shoreline, and surface data.

GOMA has a history of coordination of various efforts on a Gulf‐wide scale, utilizing a partnership structure. By bringing together this large‐scale network of restoration and resource managers, the health and resilience of the region can be improved.
	_1_ Science-based Decision-Mak_zGMovpa9Z9rDc1QTCkQ94g: 0
	Notes:_PnLcdJWb0fKGJQwq-fjKxA: In the proposal, the GOMA proposes to conduct the restoration project and program coordination through its Priority Issue Teams (PITs) which are currently established. Each of the PITs have large participation from scientists in academia, NGOs, as well as state and federal agencies, providing access to best available science. Coordination provided by the GOMA could establish the necessary foundational steps to ensure that restoration projects/programs conducted in the Gulf are being coordinated to maximum efficiency. 
	_2_ Regional Ecosystem-based A_KWEhND7FTWx7atRUJ9UepQ: 0
	Notes:_o9jp3rQEfdn8ZfoyShMARw: By its current structure and composition, GOMA embodies a regional approach to restoration (see list of GOMA member organizations on page 19 of submission documentation). Further, GOMA’s PITs are interdisciplinary in nature and seek a comprehensive ecosystem approach to restoration activity.
	_3_ Engagement, Inclusion, and_bZjwblLj5*fwiPHmqQhDmw: 0
	Notes:_ebp62ao01pHaVma8kJrEjg: GOMA’s structure and composition is inclusive of a wide range of stakeholders, including representation from various state and federal resource agencies, as well as nongovernmental, regional planning, and business interests. Regarding transparency, the proposal notes that funds would be utilized to complete and sustain the “DWH Project Tracker,” a centralized directory of projects funded by Deepwater Horizon based restoration sources. Currently under development, this tool provides a picture of the location, type, cost, funding sources, and scope of post-DWH restoration projects (see beta version of site at www.dwhprojecttracker.org).
	_4_ Leveraging Resources and P_9Ntih-97VDtXh*ieU3UAGw: 0
	Notes:_x4SLgzI0PRhjKJwylkBvAw: The proposal lists leveraged activities on pages 10 and 12.  Through GOMA’s PITs and its larger partner network, entities involved in restoration activities can be better informed and able to make project implementation decisions with more information to leverage ongoing efforts in the Gulf Coast Region.   Through the DWH Project Tracker, the GOMA is leveraging existing resources from other NGOs that have already invested in the development of the project tracker.
	_5_ Delivering Results and Mea_zLe*vqKxNbIjrQF7GhguJQ: 0
	Notes:_m4IMIes4Va2ERYuLz-7naw: The GOMA structure has a history of sharing information with stakeholders and the general public and will continue as part of this proposal. Since 2004, GOMA and its partners have implemented over $16M worth of regional projects through grants from NOAA’s Regional Ocean Partnership program or EPA’s Gulf of Mexico Program. The results of all of the projects/programs are publicly available on the GOMA website (www.gulfofmexicoalliance.org). 

As indicated in the proposal, in 2010, GOMA was selected to administer the Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative (GoMRI), a $500 million oil‐spill research program. Utilizing an independent Research Board to select research projects, GOMA has awarded over $175 million through the GoMRI program to date, expanding research capacity of the Gulf region. The implementation of the GOMAPortal and Deepwater Horizon Project Tracker are other examples of GOMA’s commitment to delivering results to stakeholders and the general public.

	_1_ Does the proposal articula_nrlYBmuaTw6qsqWzLtNicw: 0
	_2_ Does the proposal have a p_oVmNJ6ZQKnSVilNNQvUQZA: 0
	Notes:_xD4JHPZ7Gwub593STMPq3A: The proposal includes implementation of the DWH Project Tracker as a component of GOMA’s overall approach to monitoring and tracking restoration efforts throughout the Gulf. Page 8 of the proposal notes that funds will be committed to oversee and monitor the progress of all project aspects, including assuring that project deliverables, contractual obligations, record-keeping requirements and accounting measures are fully met. Additionally, the GOMA would oversee the completion and maintenance of the DWH Project Tracker, assuring that the Tracker is fully functional. With respect to Regional Sediment Management and Small Scale Habitat Restoration, funded projects would be actively monitored and overseen by GOMA’s HCRT to insure Scopes of Service and contractual performance measures are met.
	_1_ Is the proposed activity f_0BM53rup6ZF2ISK6rUCySw: 0
	Notes:_5JNUi9fkVbjh2aJTRsLB9A: Comprehensive Gulf‐wide coordination of effort and sharing of information and technical expertise are inherently foundational for achieving successful ecosystem restoration. 
	_2_ Will the proposed activity_kF1Qj3MYM1csxHhXn3c5rA: 0
	Notes:_q7I03w-tthRdTt1tHQaI*w: Effective planning and coordination will result in the development and implementation of projects that are as sustainable as possible. Coordination on the broad Gulf scale will also increase efficiency and reduce duplication of effort while leveraging resources from multiple partner agencies.  
	_3_ Is the proposed activity l_VSEDmLQEafABZ9niFKYJQg: 0
	Notes:_-*5GAyZnZD9hI4uTzC514A: GOMA and its PITs (including HCRT) have a 10‐year record of successfully supporting and implementing projects and programs in the Gulf. As such, there are few uncertainties and risks associated with continuation of these efforts.
	_4_ Does the proposed activity_wrWh-BCVcRgbJJV6C4nUpw: 0
	Notes:_ssnHmXWZK*T4bH-yRL8YfA: GOMA’s PIT approach includes in‐depth consideration of a variety of topics benefiting the human community. Page 4 of the proposal lists the PITs, including the Habitat, Water Quality, and Wildlife & Fisheries Teams and each support natural resource dependent industries such as fisheries and tourism. The Coastal Community Resilience Team focuses on the various challenges of living and working in the Gulf Region and seeks to enhance the capacity of human and natural systems to adapt and recover from coastal hazards.

Page 9 of the proposal articulates outreach and education activities that will also benefit the human community by widely distributing work products generated by its PITs and tracker in various forums, including coastal ecosystem learning centers, K-12 schools, and the public at large through public education campaigns and learning tools.
	fc-int01-generateAppearances: 


