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A. Comprehensive Plan Goals

Of the goals addressed by the proposal, which is the single primary goal? 
Proposals should discuss how the proposed activity is designed to address the primary goal. 
Check one:

 Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key 
coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

Restore Water Quality – Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh, 
estuarine and marine waters.

Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources – Restore and protect healthy, 
diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

Enhance Community Resilience – Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to adapt to 
short- and long-term changes.

Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy – Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the Gulf 
economy.

Notes:



B. Comprehensive Plan Objectives

Proposals must clearly identify which objectives the proposal will address

1. Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

4. Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



8. Of these objectives which is the single primary objective the proposal addresses?

Check one:

 Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

Promote Community Resilience

Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes



C. RESTORE Act and Comprehensive Plan Priority Criteria  
  
All proposals must explain if the proposal addresses one or more of the priority criteria as established by the 
RESTORE Act and Initial Comprehensive Plan and, if so, how. 

1. This project is projected to make the greatest contribution to restoring and protecting the natural resources, 
ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region, 
without regard to geographic location within the Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. This is a large-scale project/program that is projected to substantially contribute to restoring and protecting 
the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast ecosystem. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. This project is contained in existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans for the restoration and protection 
of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO

4. This project will restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and 
wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 

YES NO

5. Promote Community Resilience

YES NO Not articulated N/A

6. Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



D. Comprehensive Plan Commitments 
  
All proposals must demonstrate how the proposal will achieve any or all of the commitments in the Comprehensive 
Plan. The commitments in the Comprehensive Plan are as follows:  
  
Does the proposal articulate how it will achieve the following commitments in the comprehensive plan?

1. Science-based Decision-Making 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to Restoration

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Engagement, Inclusion, and Transparency

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Leveraging Resources and Partnerships 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

5. Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts 

YES NO

Notes:

E. Meeting Commitments and Tracking and Measuring Progress

1. Does the proposal articulate how it will meet and achieve its commitments?

YES NO Not articulated

2. Does the proposal have a plan for tracking and measuring progress?

YES NO

Notes:



F. Proposal Emphasis Areas

Does the submission describe how the proposed project or program addresses the following four considerations:

1. Is the proposed activity foundational in the sense that the project or program forms an initial core step (or 
steps) in addressing a significant ecosystem issue, and can future activities be tiered to substantially increase 
the benefits?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Will the proposed activity be sustainable over time?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Is the proposed activity likely to succeed?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Does the proposed activity benefit the human community? 
(examples of benefits may include, but are not limited to: how a project will utilize local workers, how a project 
will benefit geographically or socially vulnerable communities, how a project will benefit the natural resources 
critical to natural-resource dependent industries such as fisheries, tourism, etc.) 
 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:


	fc-int01-generateAppearances: 
	Notes:_ssnHmXWZK*T4bH-yRL8YfA: As stated in the proposal, the project directly and indirectly benefits the Gulf Coast human community. The proposed activities could benefit the local community through the direct and/or indirect purchase of goods and services associated with the conduct of the proposed activities. 
The ongoing Cote Blanche Bay shoreline retreat threatens St. Mary Parish by making community infrastructure (including roads, utilities, and commercial and industrial establishments) more susceptible to wave damage. The proposed project restores/protects a key feature (wetlands) in the multiple lines of defense strategy and enhances community resilience by reducing the vulnerability of St. Mary Parish communities, including the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana, as well as oil and gas, and fishing industries, to shoreline retreat and storm surge. The project would protect the inland oilfield and oil well locations, and the GIWW transportation corridor from exposure to open bay conditions and from increased wave energy generated by marsh fragmentation, and expansion of interior open water areas. In addition, the wetlands in the project area buffers the vulnerable Franklin and Baldwin municipal areas and the tribal lands of the Chitimacha Nation from storm impacts. Three archaeological sites have been identified within the Cote Blanche Wetlands and the proposed project has the potential to protect other cultural and natural resources of religious and cultural significance to the Chitimacha Tribe. The archaeological sites are each prehistoric shell middens, the significance of which will be determined prior to project implementation.
By protecting and restoring the freshwater Cote Blanche wetlands, coastal erosion will be abated, and storm surges will be reduced in the Teche/Vermilion Basin. The project will also generate significant benefits to natural resources and natural resource dependent activities and industries, specifically those critical to the fishing and tourism industries. The project restores freshwater wetlands that are among the most highly productive ecosystems and have historically been important to fisheries, migratory birds, and terrestrial animals.
	_4_ Does the proposed activity_wrWh-BCVcRgbJJV6C4nUpw: YES
	Notes:_-*5GAyZnZD9hI4uTzC514A: As stated in the proposal, the project has a high probability of success based on the effectiveness of the CWPPRA Cote Blanche Hydrologic Restoration (TV-04) Project which is co-located with the proposed project area. The TV-04 project included the construction of seven passive water control structures (weirs) and 4,140 feet of shoreline protection. The rate of marsh loss has decreased by two-thirds in the project area since construction of TV-04 relative to the historical (1957-1990) land loss rate. The TV-04 project structures continue to function as intended; however, increasing sediment inputs through improved paths would accelerate accretion and restoration, while installing shoreline protection would preserve the hydrologic integrity of the TV-04 water control structures and wetland loss attributable to wave action.

	_3_ Is the proposed activity l_VSEDmLQEafABZ9niFKYJQg: YES
	Notes:_q7I03w-tthRdTt1tHQaI*w: As stated in the proposal, sustainability of the wetlands to be restored/protected by the project will be enhanced through the existing CWPPRA Cote Blanche Hydrologic Restoration Project (TV-04) and through the introduction of sediment from the GIWW as a result of the construction of the proposed project. The construction of the GIWW and numerous oilfield canals have caused hydrologic changes within the project area that are believed to include increased tidal action and rapid water exchange between the interior marsh and East and West Cote Blanche Bays. The average land loss rate for the project area was estimated at 73 acres per year from 1957 to 1990 (Britsch and Kemp 1990). Rapid water exchange and increased tidal fluctuations have caused breaches in spoil banks of interior canals and are likely responsible for erosion and conversion of fragmented marsh to open water as organic, marsh soils are easily eroded. Although sediment-laden water is available from the bays and the GIWW, rapid water exchange appears to inhibit sediment and nutrient deposition. The CWPPRA Cote Blanche Hydrologic Restoration Project promotes sediment accretion and marsh creation through the creation of a lower energy environment by reducing the larger openings of oilfield access canals that penetrate fragile interior marsh and act as direct conduits for increased tidal influence from East and West Cote Blanche Bays. Water control structures reduce cross sectional areas of major waterways thereby reducing tidal fluctuation and rapid water exchange between bays and interior fragmented marshes.  By slowing the flow of water into and out of the project area, additional sediment from the GIWW will be able to settle out in the wetlands. The Cote Blanche Hydrologic Restoration Project and the proposed project are co-located and synergistic. The Cote Blanche Hydrologic Restoration Project slows the flow of sediment-laden water from the GIWW, allowing more sediment to be deposited in the interior wetlands.  The proposed project will introduce additional sediment-laden water from the GIWW to the project area and allow the waters to access the more interior wetlands. In addition, both projects include a shoreline stabilization component that prevents wave erosion impacts to project area wetlands. The project life is estimated at not less than 20 years.
	_2_ Will the proposed activity_kF1Qj3MYM1csxHhXn3c5rA: YES
	Notes:_5JNUi9fkVbjh2aJTRsLB9A: As stated in the proposal, by restoring/conserving coastal wetlands, the proposed project addresses a significant ecosystem issue, the loss of coastal wetlands in the Teche/Vermilion Basin. Louisiana wetlands, which account for 40 percent of the continental US coastal wetlands, are unique and vital ecological assets worth saving. The Louisiana coastal area has lost 1,900 square miles of land since 1932 due to multiple causes, including oil and gas development, navigation canals, land subsidence, river management, and sea level rise. (See Section 9.B for USGS Louisiana Coastal Land Loss Map.) The study area, which includes portions of the Cote Blanche wetlands, has experienced significant wetland loss, both on its fringe (shoreline) and in interior portions. Shoreline erosion along East and West Cote Blanche Bays has been measured between 15 and 20 feet per year in some areas (Coast 2050), with loss rates as high as 28 feet per year. Erosion appears to be the most severe along the northern shoreline of East Cote Blanche Bay near Marone Point. Shoreline protection will prevent interior areas of open water from being encroached upon by the advancing shoreline and becoming part of the bay. The importance of restoring this area is illustrated by the investment CWPPRA has made in the area (see Section 9.A, Map of Authorized and Constructed CWPPRA Projects - Region 3).  The Cote Blanche Hydrologic Restoration Project (TV-04), which is co-located with the proposed project, was constructed by CWPPRA in 1999, to reduce erosion of the Cost Blanche Wetlands (see Section 9.D for Site Map of Co-located Cote Blanche Hydrologic Restoration Project). TV-04 has helped reduce the rate of erosion experienced in the study area; however, as illustrated in by USGS analysis, from 1998 to 2008, the weighted average annual loss rate was still 9.3 feet per year across the entire proposed project shoreline. If left unchecked, the rapidly eroding shoreline along East Cote Blanche Bay will allow continued rapid conversion of interior wetlands to open bay, and increase tidal exchange with other small, heretofore protected, interior pond and stream systems. In addition, the interior Cote Blanche Wetlands have experienced erosion, as illustrated by the loss of 1,750 acres of emergent wetlands within the interior of the project area due to Hurricane Lili in 2002 (see Section 9.C, Increase in Open Water in Interior Cote Blanche Wetlands Due to Hurricane Lili), and additional loss of wetlands from Hurricane Rita in 2005.  
The wetlands support the multiple lines of defense strategy by serving as storm buffers against hurricanes and as flood risk management features by storing excess floodwaters during high rainfall. They replenish aquifers, purify waters, and provide a habitat for various wildlife and fish species. Louisiana’s wetlands benefit humans by way of fisheries industries, fur harvesting, oyster production, recreation resources/ecotourism - providing billions of dollars in revenues for our nation. 
A primary method for combating coastal land loss in Louisiana is to reintroduce freshwater and sediment into the basin. The proposed project will make positive contributions to coastal land restoration/conservation by capturing sediment material that is currently flowing into the Bay. CWPPRA has made significant investment in ecosystem restoration projects in the Teche/Vermilion Basin (see Section 9.A, Map of Authorized and Constructed CWPPRA Projects - Region 3). The proposed project will build upon existing, CWPPRA restoration projects in the area, namely Cote Blanche Hydrologic Restoration Project (TV-04) and Sediment Trapping at the Jaws (TV-15).
	_1_ Is the proposed activity f_0BM53rup6ZF2ISK6rUCySw: YES
	Notes:_xD4JHPZ7Gwub593STMPq3A: As stated in the proposal, the project would be monitored through: 1) post-construction survey to document conditions; 2) the use of pre-construction, post-construction, and periodic infrared aerial photography to identify changes in land area; and 3) monitoring through the CWPPRA Coastwide Reference Monitoring System-Wetlands (CRMS) data. The success of the project will be measured by the acres of wetland restored/protected (763 acres), the cost of restoring/protecting the wetlands ($30.6 million), the average cost per acre restored/protected ($40,150), and the length of time required to build the project (two years for planning/design/construction from receipt of funding).
	_2_ Does the proposal have a p_oVmNJ6ZQKnSVilNNQvUQZA: YES
	_1_ Does the proposal articula_nrlYBmuaTw6qsqWzLtNicw: YES
	_5_ Delivering Results and Mea_zLe*vqKxNbIjrQF7GhguJQ: YES
	_4_ Leveraging Resources and P_9Ntih-97VDtXh*ieU3UAGw: YES
	Notes:_ebp62ao01pHaVma8kJrEjg: 
	_3_ Engagement, Inclusion, and_bZjwblLj5*fwiPHmqQhDmw: Not articulated
	Notes:_o9jp3rQEfdn8ZfoyShMARw: As stated in the proposal, this project was originally proposed under the CWPPRA Program and provides a synergistic effort to restore the Gulf Coast coastal ecosystem. Additionally, the use of sediment is a key tool for regional ecosystem restoration. The Gulf of Mexico Regional Ecosystem Restoration Strategy describes the need “to maximize to the extent practicable and ecologically acceptable the quantity and effective use of sediments” (Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Task Force 2011).
	_2_ Regional Ecosystem-based A_KWEhND7FTWx7atRUJ9UepQ: YES
	Notes:_PnLcdJWb0fKGJQwq-fjKxA: As stated in the proposal, the science and practice of coastal restoration through the introduction of freshwater and sediment, and shoreline protection is illustrated by the success of the CWPPRA-constructed Cote Blanche Hydrologic Restoration Project. The proposed project can provide measurable results, and be informed by CWPPRA projects in the immediate area, and build upon existing CWPPRA projects, in a very cost-effective manner.
	_1_ Science-based Decision-Mak_zGMovpa9Z9rDc1QTCkQ94g: YES
	Notes:_cvvrIu7Vw2HeAkxCsqsGtA: As stated in the proposal, this project has the capacity to restore/protect existing open shallow water ponds to habitat that is more consistent with the Cote Blanche Wetlands.  This project was originally proposed as a project under the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA) Program to restore the Gulf Coast coastal ecosystem. CWPPRA has made significant investment in the Teche/Vermilion Basin, including the co-located Cote Blanche Hydrologic Restoration Project that has synergies with the proposed project. This project has the capacity to restore/protect approximately 763 acres of emergent wetlands habitat, at an estimated total cost of $30.6 million, or an average of $40,150 per acre. The State of Louisiana has indicated that the proposed project is not consistent with or complimentary to the State’s Coastal Master Plan, but is supported by the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana and the St. Mary Parish Government (as illustrated in Section 9.F, letters of support). The area to be restored by the proposed project is located on the eastern shoreline of the Cote Blanche Bay, within the Teche/Vermilion Basin, approximately 200 miles from the Deep Water Horizon Oil Spill. The proposed project area, being located south of the Chitimacha Reservation and other tribally owned lands, will directly benefit the Chitimacha Tribe, which is one of the tribes whose aboriginal lands were most affected by the Deep Water Horizon Oil Spill.
	_6_ Promote Natural Resource S_s2cZLeCRVogh*IA89guMzg: YES
	_5_ Promote Community Resilien_Gq4uVp1DCqDt-b8EzMFyEA: YES
	_4_ This project will restore _IIg1ezFQR5XnwR0OIna-1g: YES
	_3_ This project is contained _HkzjM0ZHWwvF*oMLOCyZ-g: NO
	_2_ This is a large-scale proj_HrhqVvNKGkxi2*WvfKlYRw: YES
	_1_ This project is projected _DPMgXNukuc3*dbkerMPTnw: YES
	singleselectfield_YBOvjmTnofJQr2gODeWJRQ: Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats
	Notes:_VYndyYIJr6GQG9cYV72yqg: 
	_4_ Restore and Enhance Natura_uZai1zCDd3BtaP468Jp7Pw: YES
	_3_ Protect and Restore Living_*sj*618XpGyBlCAo1BckBA: YES
	_2_ Restore, Improve, and Prot_T7QbMg3qJE1zAfZKcLoilQ: YES
	_1_ Restore, Enhance, and Prot_cemZXWlXlHqtTB2JVWP2aA: YES
	Notes:_LXZaTlpa8DERVDzdWyVBiw: As stated in the proposal, the activities proposed includes the planning, engineering, environmental compliance, and design of a project that will restore/protect 763 acres of wetlands in the Teche/Vermilion Basin by increasing freshwater and sediment input from the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) into interior marshes and constructing shoreline protection. Phase I of the project, which consists of planning, engineering, environmental compliance, and design, is estimated to cost $2.65 million.  The primary goal of this project is to restore and protect habitat through the introduction of freshwater and sediment from the GIWW and the placement of shoreline protection in Cote Blanche Bay. The proposed project will, amongst other things, stabilize critical shoreline areas of the Cote Blanche Bay, prevent expansion of West Cote Blanche Bay, prevent wave erosion impacts to surrounding marsh, provide a barrier to the progression of saltwater intrusion into freshwater marsh, restore/protect habitat for fish, wildlife and waterfowl species, and support the multiple lines of defense strategy. In doing so, in addition to supporting the Plan’s primary goal, the project will also support several other Comprehensive Plan goals, including: Restore Water Quality; Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources; Enhance Community Resilience; and Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy.  The primary Comprehensive Plan Objective supported by the proposed project is to “Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats” by restoring/protecting coastal wetland habitat through the introduction of freshwater and sediment from the GIWW and the placement of shoreline protection features. In addition to supporting the primary objective, the project will support most of the remaining Comprehensive Plan objectives.
	singleselectfield_5pN2cpwlVJrl2hu4Sr-qhw: Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.
	DATE:_nKkRx09WKC33B5nIAkDo*w: 15 February 2015
	REVIEWED BY:_fxQ9m3uQxeEINpFQlxJ3mQ: Ebonye T. Allen
	TYPE OF FUNDING REQUESTED (Pla_Jl1IcSr2MosQkI9RDtwlRQ: Planning/Technical Assistance
	SPONSOR(S)_pm*7lr5GNuNFAswrSp*yOA: Department of the Army
	LOCATION_3TRFEbigx2qMn-xZrwGgPg: Located in the Teche/Vermilion Basin, on the shoreline of Cote Blanche Bay
	PROPORAL NUMBER_fiVNLbPx64VluOUnEwm8Rw: ACOE-T-2
	PROPOSAL TITLE_KbZpcCXPoO4NBnL8PwcRxQ: Cote Blanche Freshwater and Sediment Introduction, and Shoreline Protection Project, St. Mary Parish, Louisiana
	Notes:_x4SLgzI0PRhjKJwylkBvAw: As stated in the proposal, the proposed project will build upon several existing and proposed CWPPRA Projects. CWPRRA was passed in 1990 to address Louisiana's need for a restoration program. CWPPRA is authorized to plan, design, construct, maintain, and monitor coastal wetland restoration projects that provide for the long-term conservation of wetlands and their dependent fish and wildlife populations in coastal Louisiana. Five federal agencies partner with the State of Louisiana to cost share in the design and construction of coastal restoration projects. The CWPPRA Program receives approximately $80 million in Federal funds annually. CWPPRA has constructed several ecosystem restoration projects that will be built upon by the proposed project, namely the Cote Blanche Hydrologic Restoration Project (TV-04) and Sediment Trapping at the Jaws (TV-15). The proposed project was a CWPPRA nominee for Priority Project List (PPL) 22 in 2012. Through CWPPRA, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) developed project information for the nominee and has cooperated with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to utilize the information in building this proposal. If the proposal is accepted, USACE envisions moving forward on the project in a partnership with NRCS. 
In addition, the project will leverage the use of readily available sediment from the GIWW to conserve/restore emergent wetlands.
	Notes:_m4IMIes4Va2ERYuLz-7naw: As stated in the proposal, the project has a high probability of success based on the effectiveness of the CWPPRA Cote Blanche Hydrologic Restoration (TV-04) Project located in the same area as the proposed project area. The rate of marsh loss has decreased by two-thirds in the project area since construction of TV-04 relative to the historical (1957-1990) land loss rate. The anticipated land loss rate reduction throughout the area of direct benefits over the project’s 20-year life is greater than 75 percent. The current land loss rate would be reversed by the freshwater and sediment introduction component throughout the areas of direct benefit, and result in an estimated land gain rate of 0.25 percent per year over the project life.



