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A. Comprehensive Plan Goals

Of the goals addressed by the proposal, which is the single primary goal?

Proposals should discuss how the proposed activity is designed to address the primary goal.
Check one:

(O Restore and Conserve Habitat — Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key
coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

(e Restore Water Quality — Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh,
estuarine and marine waters.

O Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources — Restore and protect healthy,
diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

O Enhance Community Resilience — Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to adapt to
short- and long-term changes.

(O Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy — Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the Gulf
economy.

Notes:

As stated in the proposal, the Seminole Tribe of Florida (Tribe) proposes to partner with the U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS) to
establish four streamflow and water level monitoring stations in the Seminole Tribe of Florida Brighton Reservation in Glades
County, Florida. The new sites would provide an independent and objective determination of major surface water inflows into

and out of Brighton Reservation. Surface water flows from Brighton Reservation are a significant contributor of flow volumes
and nutrient loading to Lake Okeechobee.




B. Comprehensive Plan Objectives

Proposals must clearly identify which objectives the proposal will address

1. Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

2. Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

3. Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

O YES O NO O Not articulated

4. Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

O YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

O NA

QO N/A

® N/A

® N/A




8. Of these objectives which is the single primary objective the proposal addresses?
Check one:

(O Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

@ Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

(O Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

(O Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

(O Promote Community Resilience

(O Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

(O Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes



C. RESTORE Act and Comprehensive Plan Priority Criteria

All proposals must explain if the proposal addresses one or more of the priority criteria as established by the
RESTORE Act and Initial Comprehensive Plan and, if so, how.

1. This project is projected to make the greatest contribution to restoring and protecting the natural resources,
ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region,
without regard to geographic location within the Gulf Coast region.

O YES O NO O Not articulated (&) N/A

2. This is a large-scale project/program that is projected to substantially contribute to restoring and protecting
the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the
Gulf Coast ecosystem.

O YES O NO O Not articulated @ N/A

3. This project is contained in existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans for the restoration and protection
of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the
Gulf Coast region.

QO YES (@ NO

4. This project will restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and
wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

(® YES O NO
5. Promote Community Resilience

@ YES O NO O Not articulated O N/A

6. Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

(® YES O NO (O Not articulated O N/A

Notes:

This project would provide surface water flow and water quality data for a significant contributor to Lake Okeechobee in
Florida. Additionally, this project would provide the Tribe with data to better understand and manage its use of surface water
within the Reservation boundaries, to protect the established surface water designated uses and to protect downstream users.
The Tribe has existing wetland restoration projects, which require surface water and water management operations based on
objective scientific information.




D. Comprehensive Plan Commitments

All proposals must demonstrate how the proposal will achieve any or all of the commitments in the Comprehensive
Plan. The commitments in the Comprehensive Plan are as follows:

Does the proposal articulate how it will achieve the following commitments in the comprehensive plan?

1. Science-based Decision-Making

(® YES O NO (O Not articulated

Notes:

As stated in the submission, the installation of surface water monitoring equipment by USGS at the borders of the Brighton
Reservation would provide objective professional data collection of surface water levels and flows. Consistent long-term
surface water flow monitoring in this project would fill known data gaps with real-time current and historic data available from
USGS. The water quality data collection and reporting proposed in this project would enhance science-based decision
making as the data would be provided directly to EPA and would be available on STORET, a public repository for water quality
data and other environmental information.

2. Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to Restoration

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

As detailed in the submission, data collected for this project would be reported by the Tribe relating to water quality and water
management. The availability of the data would also enhance the regional dataset to be used for regional ecosystem based
approaches to restoration which include Brighton Reservation and the up and downstream watersheds.

3. Engagement, Inclusion, and Transparency

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

As detailed in the submission, the project addresses the commitment to inclusion and transparency as the project deliverables
would be available to the public and on-line through USGS and EPA.




4. Leveraging Resources and Partnerships
(® YES O NO (O Not articulated

Notes:

As detailed in the submission, the Tribe would work in collaboration with USGS for the surface water discharge and elevation
information.

5. Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts
(® YES O NO

Notes:

The Tribe would provide the in-kind resource of collecting and analyzing the water quality data; and reporting would be
provided to EPA as part of the Tribe’'s Water Pollution Control Annual Report. All deliverables of this project would be
available to the public, on-line, and managed and stored by USGS and EPA.

E. Meeting Commitments and Tracking and Measuring Progress

1. Does the proposal articulate how it will meet and achieve its commitments?

(® YES O NO (O Not articulated

2. Does the proposal have a plan for tracking and measuring progress?
(® YES O NO

Notes:

Monitoring of water quality data and surface water data would be performed by the Tribe with data assessment and analysis
included with the annual report submission to EPA. In addition, surface water flow data would be publicly available through the
USGS and water quality data would be made available through STORET. Project success would be measured by the
consistent delivery of narrative discussions in annual water quality monitoring reports to EPA, as well as the submission of
water quality monitoring data. Additionally, future development of numeric nutrient standards for Brighton Reservation based
on surface water flows and consistent water quality data sets would be protective of Lake Okeechobee downstream of
Briahton Reservation, as well as protective of Briahton Reservation water resources which are impacted bv water guality




F. Proposal Emphasis Areas

Does the submission describe how the proposed project or program addresses the following four considerations:

1. Is the proposed activity foundational in the sense that the project or program forms an initial core step (or

steps) in addressing a significant ecosystem issue, and can future activities be tiered to substantially increase
the benefits?

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

This project would provide the Tribe with data to better understand and manage its use of surface water within the Reservation
boundaries, to protect the established surface water designated uses, and to protect downstream users. The Tribe has
existing wetland restoration projects which require surface water and water management operations based on objective
scientific information. The scientific information provided by this submission could help form a foundation for more effective
water management decisions.

2. Will the proposed activity be sustainable over time?

(® YES O NO (O Not articulated

Notes:

As detailed in the submission, the proposed activity could have sustainable benefits over the long-term. The project collects
data over 10 years. This data could be used to manage water and make restoration decisions beyond a 10-year horizon.

3. Is the proposed activity likely to succeed?

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

As described in the proposal, there are no anticipated risks or uncertainties associated with this project as the Tribe has
worked with USGS since 1996 with similar equipment at the Tribe’s Big Cypress Reservation. The Tribe has also collected
water quality samples since the early 1990s in Brighton Reservation. The Tribe has EPA approved Standard Operation
Procedures for the collection of surface water samples, as well as an EPA approved Quality Assurance Project Plan and EPA
approved Quality Assurance Management Plan.




4. Does the proposed activity benefit the human community?
(examples of benefits may include, but are not limited to: how a project will utilize local workers, how a project

will benefit geographically or socially vulnerable communities, how a project will benefit the natural resources
critical to natural-resource dependent industries such as fisheries, tourism, etc.)

@ YES O NO O Not articulated

Notes:

This project would quantify surface water flows available to Brighton Reservation. Knowledge of major surface water flow
amounts would enhance the communities ability to distribute water resources in an informed capacity for the natural
environment. Lake Okeechobee is a key component of Florida fresh water supply and flood control systems. Lake
Okeechobee and its wetlands are also the center of the Greater Everglades, from the Kissimmee River, through the Florida
Everglades, into Florida Bay. Lake Okeechobee is referred to as “Florida’s Liquid Heart” and is considered a vital resource for
people, native wildlife and the environment. The health of Lake Okeechobee has been threatened for decades by excessive
nutrients by agricultural and urban activities in the upstream watersheds and by harmful high and low water levels.




	fc-int01-generateAppearances: 
	Notes:_ssnHmXWZK*T4bH-yRL8YfA: This project would quantify surface water flows available to Brighton Reservation. Knowledge of major surface water flow amounts would enhance the communities ability to distribute water resources in an informed capacity for the natural environment. Lake Okeechobee is a key component of Florida fresh water supply and flood control systems. Lake Okeechobee and its wetlands are also the center of the Greater Everglades, from the Kissimmee River, through the Florida Everglades, into Florida Bay. Lake Okeechobee is referred to as “Florida’s Liquid Heart” and is considered a vital resource for people, native wildlife and the environment. The health of Lake Okeechobee has been threatened for decades by excessive nutrients by agricultural and urban activities in the upstream watersheds and by harmful high and low water levels.
	_4_ Does the proposed activity_wrWh-BCVcRgbJJV6C4nUpw: YES
	Notes:_-*5GAyZnZD9hI4uTzC514A: As described in the proposal, there are no anticipated risks or uncertainties associated with this project as the Tribe has worked with USGS since 1996 with similar equipment at the Tribe’s Big Cypress Reservation.  The Tribe has also collected water quality samples since the early 1990s in Brighton Reservation.  The Tribe has EPA approved Standard Operation Procedures for the collection of surface water samples, as well as an EPA approved Quality Assurance Project Plan and EPA approved Quality Assurance Management Plan. 
	_3_ Is the proposed activity l_VSEDmLQEafABZ9niFKYJQg: YES
	Notes:_q7I03w-tthRdTt1tHQaI*w: As detailed in the submission, the proposed activity could have sustainable benefits over the long-term.  The project collects data over 10 years.  This data could be used to manage water and make restoration decisions beyond a 10-year horizon.
	_2_ Will the proposed activity_kF1Qj3MYM1csxHhXn3c5rA: YES
	Notes:_5JNUi9fkVbjh2aJTRsLB9A: This project would provide the Tribe with data to better understand and manage its use of surface water within the Reservation boundaries, to protect the established surface water designated uses, and to protect downstream users. The Tribe has existing wetland restoration projects which require surface water and water management operations based on objective scientific information.  The scientific information provided by this submission could help form a foundation for more effective water management decisions.


	_1_ Is the proposed activity f_0BM53rup6ZF2ISK6rUCySw: YES
	Notes:_xD4JHPZ7Gwub593STMPq3A: Monitoring of water quality data and surface water data would be performed by the Tribe with data assessment and analysis included with the annual report submission to EPA. In addition, surface water flow data would be publicly available through the USGS and water quality data would be made available through STORET.  Project success would be measured by the consistent delivery of narrative discussions in annual water quality monitoring reports to EPA, as well as the submission of water quality monitoring data.  Additionally, future development of numeric nutrient standards for Brighton Reservation based on surface water flows and consistent water quality data sets would be protective of Lake Okeechobee downstream of Brighton Reservation, as well as protective of Brighton Reservation water resources which are impacted by water quality entering the Tribe’s lands.

	_2_ Does the proposal have a p_oVmNJ6ZQKnSVilNNQvUQZA: YES
	_1_ Does the proposal articula_nrlYBmuaTw6qsqWzLtNicw: YES
	Notes:_m4IMIes4Va2ERYuLz-7naw: The Tribe would provide the in-kind resource of collecting and analyzing the water quality data; and reporting would be provided to EPA as part of the Tribe’s Water Pollution Control Annual Report.  All deliverables of this project would be available to the public, on-line, and managed and stored by USGS and EPA. 
	_5_ Delivering Results and Mea_zLe*vqKxNbIjrQF7GhguJQ: YES
	Notes:_x4SLgzI0PRhjKJwylkBvAw: As detailed in the submission, the Tribe would work in collaboration with USGS for the surface water discharge and elevation information.
	_4_ Leveraging Resources and P_9Ntih-97VDtXh*ieU3UAGw: YES
	Notes:_ebp62ao01pHaVma8kJrEjg: As detailed in the submission, the project addresses the commitment to inclusion and transparency as the project deliverables would be available to the public and on-line through USGS and EPA.
	_3_ Engagement, Inclusion, and_bZjwblLj5*fwiPHmqQhDmw: YES
	Notes:_o9jp3rQEfdn8ZfoyShMARw: As detailed in the submission, data collected for this project would be reported by the Tribe relating to water quality and water management. The availability of the data would also enhance the regional dataset to be used for regional ecosystem based approaches to restoration which include Brighton Reservation and the up and downstream watersheds.
	_2_ Regional Ecosystem-based A_KWEhND7FTWx7atRUJ9UepQ: YES
	Notes:_PnLcdJWb0fKGJQwq-fjKxA: As stated in the submission, the installation of surface water monitoring equipment by USGS at the borders of the Brighton Reservation would provide objective professional data collection of surface water levels and flows.  Consistent long-term surface water flow monitoring in this project would fill known data gaps with real-time current and historic data available from USGS.  The water quality data collection and reporting proposed in this project would enhance science-based decision making as the data would be provided directly to EPA and would be available on STORET, a public repository for water quality data and other environmental information. 
	_1_ Science-based Decision-Mak_zGMovpa9Z9rDc1QTCkQ94g: YES
	Notes:_cvvrIu7Vw2HeAkxCsqsGtA: This project would provide surface water flow and water quality data for a significant contributor to Lake Okeechobee in Florida. Additionally, this project would provide the Tribe with data to better understand and manage its use of surface water within the Reservation boundaries, to protect the established surface water designated uses and to protect downstream users. The Tribe has existing wetland restoration projects, which require surface water and water management operations based on objective scientific information.
	_6_ Promote Natural Resource S_s2cZLeCRVogh*IA89guMzg: YES
	_5_ Promote Community Resilien_Gq4uVp1DCqDt-b8EzMFyEA: YES
	_4_ This project will restore _IIg1ezFQR5XnwR0OIna-1g: YES
	_3_ This project is contained _HkzjM0ZHWwvF*oMLOCyZ-g: NO
	_2_ This is a large-scale proj_HrhqVvNKGkxi2*WvfKlYRw: N/A
	_1_ This project is projected _DPMgXNukuc3*dbkerMPTnw: N/A
	singleselectfield_YBOvjmTnofJQr2gODeWJRQ: Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources
	Notes:_VYndyYIJr6GQG9cYV72yqg: 
	_4_ Restore and Enhance Natura_uZai1zCDd3BtaP468Jp7Pw: N/A
	_3_ Protect and Restore Living_*sj*618XpGyBlCAo1BckBA: N/A
	_2_ Restore, Improve, and Prot_T7QbMg3qJE1zAfZKcLoilQ: YES
	_1_ Restore, Enhance, and Prot_cemZXWlXlHqtTB2JVWP2aA: YES
	Notes:_LXZaTlpa8DERVDzdWyVBiw: As stated in the proposal, the Seminole Tribe of Florida (Tribe) proposes to partner with the U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS) to establish four streamflow and water level monitoring stations in the Seminole Tribe of Florida Brighton Reservation in Glades County, Florida. The new sites would provide an independent and objective determination of major surface water inflows into and out of Brighton Reservation. Surface water flows from Brighton Reservation are a significant contributor of flow volumes and nutrient loading to Lake Okeechobee.
	singleselectfield_5pN2cpwlVJrl2hu4Sr-qhw: Restore Water Quality – Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh, estuarine and marine waters.
	DATE:_nKkRx09WKC33B5nIAkDo*w: 13 February 2015
	REVIEWED BY:_fxQ9m3uQxeEINpFQlxJ3mQ: Ebonye T. Allen
	TYPE OF FUNDING REQUESTED (Pla_Jl1IcSr2MosQkI9RDtwlRQ: Implementation
	SPONSOR(S)_pm*7lr5GNuNFAswrSp*yOA: Department of Interior
	LOCATION_3TRFEbigx2qMn-xZrwGgPg: Glades County, Florida
	PROPORAL NUMBER_fiVNLbPx64VluOUnEwm8Rw: DOI-T-1
	PROPOSAL TITLE_KbZpcCXPoO4NBnL8PwcRxQ: Seminole Tribe of Florida Brighton Reservation Major Surface Water Flows Monitoring


