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A. Comprehensive Plan Goals

Of the goals addressed by the proposal, which is the single primary goal? 
Proposals should discuss how the proposed activity is designed to address the primary goal. 
Check one:

 Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key 
coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

Restore Water Quality – Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh, 
estuarine and marine waters.

Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources – Restore and protect healthy, 
diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

Enhance Community Resilience – Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to adapt to 
short- and long-term changes.

Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy – Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the Gulf 
economy.

Notes:



B. Comprehensive Plan Objectives

Proposals must clearly identify which objectives the proposal will address

1. Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

4. Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



8. Of these objectives which is the single primary objective the proposal addresses?

Check one:

 Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

Promote Community Resilience

Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes



C. RESTORE Act and Comprehensive Plan Priority Criteria  
  
All proposals must explain if the proposal addresses one or more of the priority criteria as established by the 
RESTORE Act and Initial Comprehensive Plan and, if so, how. 

1. This project is projected to make the greatest contribution to restoring and protecting the natural resources, 
ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region, 
without regard to geographic location within the Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. This is a large-scale project/program that is projected to substantially contribute to restoring and protecting 
the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast ecosystem. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. This project is contained in existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans for the restoration and protection 
of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO

4. This project will restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and 
wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 

YES NO

5. Promote Community Resilience

YES NO Not articulated N/A

6. Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



D. Comprehensive Plan Commitments 
  
All proposals must demonstrate how the proposal will achieve any or all of the commitments in the Comprehensive 
Plan. The commitments in the Comprehensive Plan are as follows:  
  
Does the proposal articulate how it will achieve the following commitments in the comprehensive plan?

1. Science-based Decision-Making 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to Restoration

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Engagement, Inclusion, and Transparency

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Leveraging Resources and Partnerships 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

5. Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts 

YES NO

Notes:

E. Meeting Commitments and Tracking and Measuring Progress

1. Does the proposal articulate how it will meet and achieve its commitments?

YES NO Not articulated

2. Does the proposal have a plan for tracking and measuring progress?

YES NO

Notes:



F. Proposal Emphasis Areas

Does the submission describe how the proposed project or program addresses the following four considerations:

1. Is the proposed activity foundational in the sense that the project or program forms an initial core step (or 
steps) in addressing a significant ecosystem issue, and can future activities be tiered to substantially increase 
the benefits?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Will the proposed activity be sustainable over time?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Is the proposed activity likely to succeed?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Does the proposed activity benefit the human community? 
(examples of benefits may include, but are not limited to: how a project will utilize local workers, how a project 
will benefit geographically or socially vulnerable communities, how a project will benefit the natural resources 
critical to natural-resource dependent industries such as fisheries, tourism, etc.) 
 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:
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	Notes:_LXZaTlpa8DERVDzdWyVBiw: As identified in the the proposal, the objectives of the proposed West Grand Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization project are to restore and enhance dune and back barrier marsh habitat to provide storm surge and wave attenuation, thereby addressing the issues of gulf shoreline erosion, diminished storm surge protection, and subsidence of back barrier marshes. This project is estimated to build 12,700 feet of beach and dune with an area of 235 acres. In addition, up to 66 acres of back barrier marsh would be restored and a rock revetment would be constructed to protect the restored marsh. The project would increase the width of the island and maintain shoreline integrity through the introduction of sediment in order to increase island longevity.
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	Notes:_VYndyYIJr6GQG9cYV72yqg: As noted on page 16 and 17 of the the proposal, the West Grand Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization project would result in improvements to conserving and replenishing existing and created marsh and beach/dune habitat. The project would build an estimated 12,700 feet of beach and dune with an area of 235 acres, 66 acres of back-barrier marsh, and a rock revetment would be constructed to protect the restored marsh. This project would restore and enhance interior wetlands which would benefit Gulf estuarine dependent marine species. This project would also protect, restore, and maintain ecologically important breeding and nesting habitat for Gulf species such as colonial nesting waterbirds, including the Louisiana state bird, the brown pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis), and migratory shorebirds, including the endangered piping plover (Charadrius melodus, Haig and Oring 1985). In addition, the project would also promote community resilience and reduce risk to infrastructure by providing storm surge and wave attenuation. Without action, it is predicted that West Grand Terre will disappear by 2044 (Martinez et al. 2009); however, the West Grand Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization project would result in improvements conserving and replenishing existing and created marsh and beach/dune habitat.
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	Notes:_cvvrIu7Vw2HeAkxCsqsGtA: As discussed on pages 16 and 17 of the proposal, the West Grand Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization project would result in significant improvements to conserving and replenishing existing and created marsh and beach/dune habitat. The project would build an estimated 12,700 feet of beach and dune with an area of 235 acres, 66 acres of back-barrier marsh, and a rock revetment would be constructed to protect the restored marsh. This project would restore and enhance interior wetlands which would benefit Gulf estuarine dependent marine species. This project would also protect, restore, and maintain ecologically important breeding and nesting habitat for Gulf species such as colonial nesting waterbirds, including the Louisiana state bird, the brown pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis), and migratory shorebirds, including the endangered piping plover (Charadrius melodus, Haig and Oring 1985). In addition, the project would also promote community resilience and reduce risk to infrastructure by providing storm surge and wave attenuation. Without action, it is predicted that West Grand Terre will disappear by 2044 (Martinez et al. 2009); however, the West Grand Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization project would result in significant improvements conserving and replenishing existing and created marsh and beach/dune habitat.

This project is envisioned by Louisiana’s 2012 Coastal Master Plan and, as indicated on page 4 of the proposal, the  goals of the RESTORE Council’s Comprehensive Plan require large-scale projects that have a commensurate level of ecosystem benefits and far-reaching effects, particularly when combined with complementary projects as part of a coordinated program. 

As discussed on pages 2 and 8 of the proposal submission, Louisiana’s barrier islands have decreased in land mass by more than 50% over the last 100 years (Penland et al. 2003), with the Barataria/ Plaquemines region being one of the most rapidly disappearing areas in Louisiana (Penland et al. 2005). Louisiana’s Barataria/Plaquemines barrier island system extends approximately 25 miles along the shoreline from West Grand Terre to Sandy Point (Penland et al. 2005). The barrier islands are experiencing island narrowing and land loss due to the complex interaction of sea level rise, compaction, wave and storm damage, oil and gas activities, and insufficient sediment supply due to the channelization of the Mississippi River (Dean 1997, McBride et al. 1989, McBride and Byrnes 1997, Morton et al. 2005, Penland et al. 1988, Penland and Suter 1988, Rosati and Stone 2009, van Heerden and DeRouen 1997, Williams et al. 1992). In addition to several hurricanes impacting the island chain, the barrier islands were also heavily impacted by the April 2010 BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill.

CPRA has indicated that as the project progresses, the state will be available to meet with local groups and leaders to provide information. 
	_1_ Science-based Decision-Mak_zGMovpa9Z9rDc1QTCkQ94g: 0
	Notes:_PnLcdJWb0fKGJQwq-fjKxA: As discussed on pages 4 through 8 of the submission, CPRA is committed to science-based decision making. The details on the science-based decision making process that CPRA used to develop the 2012 Coastal Master Plan, which includes the West Grande Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization project, can be found in the published LA Master Plan.

CPRA developed a robust decision-making process to ensure that formulation of the 2012 Coastal Master Plan (Master Plan) relied on the best science and technical information available, while still incorporating an extensive public outreach campaign. The process was guided by clearly articulated objectives developed for the 2007 Master Plan and by planning principles developed to aid in meeting those objectives. 

Through the Master Plan, CPRA is able to apply an integrated suite of Predictive Models and Planning Tool, a science- based decision support system developed for the Master Plan, to work towards achieving the RESTORE objectives of habitat protection and restoration. The proposed West Grand Terre was supported by the science in the Master Plan.

	_2_ Regional Ecosystem-based A_KWEhND7FTWx7atRUJ9UepQ: 0
	Notes:_o9jp3rQEfdn8ZfoyShMARw: As indicated in the proposal, the Barataria/Plaquemines region is one of the most rapidly disappearing areas in Louisiana. The barrier islands that have not yet been restored have been so severely eroded that they are approaching a point of complete breakdown and have been reduced to fragmented relics. The state’s Master Plan identified restoration of the Barataria Basin’s barrier shoreline as an urgent action that would help to stabilize critical landforms, improve the structure and integrity of the landscape, restore the hydraulic regime in an area with a high projected future land loss, restore and maintain ecologically important habitat for migratory birds and threatened and endangered species, and provide hurricane protection to coastal Louisiana (CPRA 2007). There are still projects that need to be constructed, including the West Grand Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization project, to complete the restoration of the Barataria/Plaquemines barrier island system, which would support regional sustainability and resilience of Louisiana’s coast.
	_3_ Engagement, Inclusion, and_bZjwblLj5*fwiPHmqQhDmw: 0
	Notes:_ebp62ao01pHaVma8kJrEjg: As discussed on pages 14 and 15 of the proposal submission, CPRA established a strategic outreach and engagement framework for the Coastal Master Plan, which includes the West Grand Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization project that helped to guide communications and interactions with diverse audiences throughout the planning process. 

The sponsors notes that CPRA’s outreach and engagement framework provides a variety of ways for stakeholders and citizens to learn about and participate in the master planning process, including small group gatherings, web offerings, direct communication with local and State government, and through monthly public meetings.
	_4_ Leveraging Resources and P_9Ntih-97VDtXh*ieU3UAGw: 0
	Notes:_x4SLgzI0PRhjKJwylkBvAw: As discussed on pages 15 and 16 of the proposal submission, CPRA has a variety of resources and partnerships with which it is able to leverage for the benefit of this project. The System-Wide Assessment and Monitoring Program (SWAMP) would bring the previously described CRMS, BICM, and LASARD monitoring and assessment programs together into one framework in an effort to avoid duplication, improve efficiency, and provide the data needed to perform programmatic performance assessments.

Several projects have already been constructed in the area around the proposed West Grand Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization project. Much of the success of the planning, design, and construction of these projects has been due to leveraging partnerships with multiple federal, state, and parish agencies. The following is a list of projects and partnerships provided by CPRA that the West Grand Terre project will leverage and build from.

1) Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA) project: Vegetative Plantings of a Dredged Material Disposal Site on Grand Terre Island (BA-28), completed on West Grand Terre in 2001.

2) Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) project, EB – East Grand Terre Island Restoration [BA-30 (EB)], completed in 2011.  This project was designed under the CWPPRA program in partnership with National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and construction was funded through CIAP, Plaquemines Parish CIAP, and state surplus.

3) CWPPRA projects developed out of the comprehensive Barataria Shoreline Complex project, designed and constructed in partnership with NMFS.  Pass Chaland to Grand Bayou Pass Barrier Shoreline Restoration (BA-35; also known as Bay Joe Wise), completed in 2009.  Barataria Barrier Island Complex Project: Pelican Island and Pass La Mer to Chaland Pass Restoration (BA-38).  The BA-38 project is composed of two sections: the Chaland Headland segment, which was completed in 2007; and the Pelican Island segment, which was completed in 2013.

4) CWPPRA program designed in partnership with NMFS: Scofield Island (BA-40), completed using Berm to Barrier Funds in 2013.

5) CWPPRA project designed in partnership with NMFS: Chenier Ronquille Barrier Island Restoration (BA-76), to be constructed through Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) Early Restoration Funds.

6) Louisiana Coastal Area (LCA) Barataria Basin Barrier Shoreline (BBBS) Restoration project, designed in partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: a) Shell Island East (BA-110), constructed in 2013 with Berm to Barrier funds, and b) Shell Island West (BA-111), to be constructed using NRDA Early Restoration Funds.

As West Grand Terre was initially included as part of the original CWPPRA BA-30 East/West Grand Terre Restoration project, CPRA is able to leverage much of the work already completed in this area and further capitalize on previous efforts by utilizing the tools developed through the Master Plan to treat this project as part of a system.

	_5_ Delivering Results and Mea_zLe*vqKxNbIjrQF7GhguJQ: 0
	Notes:_m4IMIes4Va2ERYuLz-7naw: As discussed in page 15 and 16 of the the proposal, the System-Wide Assessment and Monitoring Program (SWAMP) will bring the previously described CRMS, BICM, and LASARD monitoring and assessment programs together into one framework in an effort to avoid duplication, improve efficiency, and provide the data needed to perform programmatic performance assessments.  This data combined would provide the ability to deliver results and measure impacts of the project.

As indicated on pages 12 and 13 of the proposal submission, measures of success for the West Grand Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization project include the restoration of beach, dune, and back-barrier marsh habitat for storm surge and wave attenuation. At the project-scale, performance measures would track the progress towards meeting management goals and objectives.  When monitored over time, performance measures can help reduce uncertainty surrounding predictive models and inform whether intended results are being achieved or if additional actions are needed to fulfill program expectations. In addition, performance measures can also be used to inform the public of the system’s response to management actions. However, defining the health of a system is inherently complex and requires a systematic approach to develop a manageable list of metrics that can be quantified and monitored over time (The Water Institute of the Gulf, 2013).
	_1_ Does the proposal articula_nrlYBmuaTw6qsqWzLtNicw: 0
	_2_ Does the proposal have a p_oVmNJ6ZQKnSVilNNQvUQZA: 0
	Notes:_xD4JHPZ7Gwub593STMPq3A: Please see notes in Section D.

	_1_ Is the proposed activity f_0BM53rup6ZF2ISK6rUCySw: 0
	Notes:_5JNUi9fkVbjh2aJTRsLB9A: As indicated on page 2 of the Submission, the objectives of the proposed West Grand Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization project are to restore and enhance dune and back barrier marsh habitat to provide storm surge and wave attenuation, thereby addressing the issues of gulf shoreline erosion, diminished storm surge protection, and subsidence of back barrier marshes. 

As referenced on page 9 of the Submission, the West Grand Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization Project would serve as the capstone of Louisiana’s effort to restore the entire Grand Terre barrier island system which is critical to completing one of the foundational projects designed to restore, enhance and protect the Barataria/Plaquemines Barrier shoreline. Furthermore, barrier islands are the first line of defense against storm surge, which makes their restoration and protection foundational.
	_2_ Will the proposed activity_kF1Qj3MYM1csxHhXn3c5rA: 0
	Notes:_q7I03w-tthRdTt1tHQaI*w: As referenced on page 17 of the Submission, the state’s Master Plan identified restoration of the Barataria Basin’s barrier shoreline as an urgent action that would help to stabilize critical landforms, improve the structure and integrity of the landscape, restore the hydraulic regime in an area with a high projected future land loss, restore and maintain ecologically important habitat for migratory birds and threatened and endangered species, and provide hurricane protection to coastal Louisiana.  As discussed on page 3 of the Submission, barrier island systems are the most seaward bodies of land in the coastal zone and thus the most exposed to the destructive storm surge associated with tropical storm systems. While engineers can design barrier island projects to the nominal wave energy environment, it is difficult to design these features to withstand increasingly severe storm surges associated with the random (in time and space) strong hurricanes, especially while still ensuring that they maintain critical day-to-day ecological support functions. As a result and in order to enhance the sustainability of this project, Louisiana has in place both a Barrier Island Maintenance Program and a Barrier Island Comprehensive Monitoring Program to track the physical resilience of the barrier islands and shorelines of the State and then implement corrective actions.

As further detailed on pages 24-25 of the Submission, the Barrier Island Comprehensive Monitoring Program (BICM) began in 2006 to provide long-term data on the barrier islands of Louisiana that could be used to plan, design, evaluate, and maintain current and future barrier island restoration projects. The BICM program uses both historical and newly acquired data to assess and monitor changes in the aerial and subaqueous extent of islands, habitat types, geotechnical properties, environmental processes, and vegetation composition. BICM datasets included aerial still and video photography for shoreline positions, habitat mapping, and land loss; light detection and ranging (Lidar) surveys for topographic elevations; single-beam and swath bathymetry; and sediment grab samples. 

	_3_ Is the proposed activity l_VSEDmLQEafABZ9niFKYJQg: 0
	Notes:_-*5GAyZnZD9hI4uTzC514A: As discussed on pages 12-13 of the Submission, measures of success for the West Grand Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization project include the restoration of beach, dune, and back-barrier marsh habitat for storm surge and wave attenuation. At the project-scale, performance measures will track the progress towards meeting management goals and objectives. When monitored over time, performance measures can help reduce uncertainty surrounding predictive models and inform whether intended results are being achieved or if additional actions are needed to fulfill program expectations. In addition, performance measures can also be used to inform the public of the system’s response to management actions. 

As discussed on pages 11-12 of the proposal, CPRA commits to adaptively managing the long-term implementation of this project to increase the likelihood of success.

	_4_ Does the proposed activity_wrWh-BCVcRgbJJV6C4nUpw: 0
	Notes:_ssnHmXWZK*T4bH-yRL8YfA: As discussed on pages 16-18 of the Submission, the West Grand Terre Beach Nourishment and Stabilization project would result in significant improvements to conserving and replenishing existing and created marsh and beach/dune habitat. In addition, the project will also promote community resilience and reduce risk to infrastructure by providing storm surge and wave attenuation. Grand Terre also has a natural sandy beach and is an excellent location for saltwater surf fishing and bird and wildlife watching, activities that are critically important to the region’s economy. 
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