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A. Comprehensive Plan Goals

Of the goals addressed by the proposal, which is the single primary goal? 
Proposals should discuss how the proposed activity is designed to address the primary goal. 
Check one:

 Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key 
coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

Restore Water Quality – Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh, 
estuarine and marine waters.

Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources – Restore and protect healthy, 
diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

Enhance Community Resilience – Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to adapt to 
short- and long-term changes.

Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy – Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the Gulf 
economy.

Notes:



B. Comprehensive Plan Objectives

Proposals must clearly identify which objectives the proposal will address

1. Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

4. Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



8. Of these objectives which is the single primary objective the proposal addresses?

Check one:

 Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

Promote Community Resilience

Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes



C. RESTORE Act and Comprehensive Plan Priority Criteria  
  
All proposals must explain if the proposal addresses one or more of the priority criteria as established by the 
RESTORE Act and Initial Comprehensive Plan and, if so, how. 

1. This project is projected to make the greatest contribution to restoring and protecting the natural resources, 
ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region, 
without regard to geographic location within the Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. This is a large-scale project/program that is projected to substantially contribute to restoring and protecting 
the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast ecosystem. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. This project is contained in existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans for the restoration and protection 
of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO

4. This project will restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and 
wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 

YES NO

5. Promote Community Resilience

YES NO Not articulated N/A

6. Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



D. Comprehensive Plan Commitments 
  
All proposals must demonstrate how the proposal will achieve any or all of the commitments in the Comprehensive 
Plan. The commitments in the Comprehensive Plan are as follows:  
  
Does the proposal articulate how it will achieve the following commitments in the comprehensive plan?

1. Science-based Decision-Making 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to Restoration

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Engagement, Inclusion, and Transparency

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Leveraging Resources and Partnerships 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

5. Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts 

YES NO

Notes:

E. Meeting Commitments and Tracking and Measuring Progress

1. Does the proposal articulate how it will meet and achieve its commitments?

YES NO Not articulated

2. Does the proposal have a plan for tracking and measuring progress?

YES NO

Notes:



F. Proposal Emphasis Areas

Does the submission describe how the proposed project or program addresses the following four considerations:

1. Is the proposed activity foundational in the sense that the project or program forms an initial core step (or 
steps) in addressing a significant ecosystem issue, and can future activities be tiered to substantially increase 
the benefits?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Will the proposed activity be sustainable over time?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Is the proposed activity likely to succeed?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Does the proposed activity benefit the human community? 
(examples of benefits may include, but are not limited to: how a project will utilize local workers, how a project 
will benefit geographically or socially vulnerable communities, how a project will benefit the natural resources 
critical to natural-resource dependent industries such as fisheries, tourism, etc.) 
 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:


	fc-int01-generateAppearances: 
	Notes:_ssnHmXWZK*T4bH-yRL8YfA: The proposal notes that economic benefit or "conservation capital" of land conservation initiatives are well-documented in the literature and are generally acknowledged in terms of tourism and outdoor recreation, agriculture, freshwater resources, promotion of a clean and plentiful supply of water, positive effects on coastal counties and resources, reduction in air pollution, prevention of flood damage, climate change mitigation, preservation of the infrastructure and history, and reduction of service costs compared to residential development. Protecting open spaces have tangible community benefits by creating an offset to protect community infrastructure, creating open spaces that provide areas for people to witness and learn about their natural environment, and provide opportunities for low impact recreational activity such as observation of birds, wildlife, fishing, net-casting and kayaking.

The proposal also notes that values of conservation lands include watershed water quality benefits, conservation of priority bird and wildlife habitat, preservation of open spaces, buffering of sensitive public lands, and allowing the “character” of the ecosystem to be maintained.


	_4_ Does the proposed activity_wrWh-BCVcRgbJJV6C4nUpw: YES
	Notes:_-*5GAyZnZD9hI4uTzC514A: The sponsor notes that land protection tools such as fee simple acquisition and conservation easements have been successfully implemented across the Gulf region by dedicated land conservation institutions for the benefit of many diverse resources (e.g. threatened and endangered species or critical habitats; community benefits).  Land protection and conservation measures are simple endeavors with high likelihood of success because of very low risk with implementation.
	_3_ Is the proposed activity l_VSEDmLQEafABZ9niFKYJQg: YES
	Notes:_q7I03w-tthRdTt1tHQaI*w: Mississippi states that land protection and conservation of lands through fee simple acquisition and conservation easement are sustainable because they are place in conservation status in perpetuity. A conservation easement (also called a conservation servitude in Louisiana) is a voluntary, legally binding agreement with willing land holders that allows the owner to manage the land in a way that benefits habitats and species of concern and are intended to last into perpetuity.

The proposal notes that strategic land conservation at large landscape scales can begin to tackle issues such as land and water use patterns, water management, biodiversity protection, and climate adaptation to ensure sustainability of Gulf Coast habitats and resources.

	_2_ Will the proposed activity_kF1Qj3MYM1csxHhXn3c5rA: YES
	Notes:_5JNUi9fkVbjh2aJTRsLB9A: Mississippi notes that land protection and conservation is foundational to underpinning and securing the future of the Gulf of Mexico. By protecting upstream habitats, ecosystem services delivery is enhanced downstream and begins to address water quality and quantity. Habitat connectivity and fragmentation are also addressed foundationally through land protection and conservation.
	_1_ Is the proposed activity f_0BM53rup6ZF2ISK6rUCySw: YES
	Notes:_xD4JHPZ7Gwub593STMPq3A: The proposal states that the monitoring portion of the proposed work will be undertaken via the following six tasks which will be developed via stakeholder input (and tied explicitly with Objective #3 - Create a strategic conservation assessment framework for future land acquisition prioritization through collaborative conservation planning and design): (1) Status and trends evaluation; (2) Assimilation of existing data; (3) Data acquisition; (4) Synthesis; (5) Adaptive management; and (6) Data management. Mississippi further notes that for tracking and measuring progress Action items 3, 4 and 5 look at discerning and measuring progress.
	_2_ Does the proposal have a p_oVmNJ6ZQKnSVilNNQvUQZA: YES
	_1_ Does the proposal articula_nrlYBmuaTw6qsqWzLtNicw: YES
	Notes:_m4IMIes4Va2ERYuLz-7naw: The sponsor notes that Objective #4 (utilize monitoring to understand effects of land conservation on habitat characteristics) is dedicated to measuring impacts through monitoring.
	_5_ Delivering Results and Mea_zLe*vqKxNbIjrQF7GhguJQ: YES
	Notes:_x4SLgzI0PRhjKJwylkBvAw: The proposal notes that efforts of Gulf-wide, multi-agency restoration organizations will be leveraged and engaged to create a strategic land acquisition assessment to establish future land holdings that would be foundational in the preservation of the Gulf of Mexico ecosystem within each state.  

Mississippi further states that the objectives and actions within the objectives all have aspects of leveraging resources and partnerships. The proposal recognizes and highlights multiple partnerships to indicate that the greater sum of contributions is better for the future of the Gulf of Mexico. Leveraging resources commits to maximizing efficiencies of conservation dollars, and both ensure that participants get things right when implementing foundational and sustainable aspects of land protection and conservation.
	_4_ Leveraging Resources and P_9Ntih-97VDtXh*ieU3UAGw: YES
	Notes:_ebp62ao01pHaVma8kJrEjg: Mississippi notes that as a result of due diligence through multiple state, federal, and NGO led efforts, there are several areas within each state that have already been ranked as priority conservation areas. These priority areas as well as criteria have been established through significant public engagement which emphasizes the commitment to engagement, inclusion, and transparency through the public, and vetting the need for land protection, conservation, and enhancement.
	_3_ Engagement, Inclusion, and_bZjwblLj5*fwiPHmqQhDmw: YES
	Notes:_o9jp3rQEfdn8ZfoyShMARw: 
	_2_ Regional Ecosystem-based A_KWEhND7FTWx7atRUJ9UepQ: YES
	Notes:_PnLcdJWb0fKGJQwq-fjKxA: Mississippi notes that undertaking a strategic conservation assessment to prioritize lands for acquisition and management throughout the MS Gulf Coast allows long and short term risks to be quantified by accounting for specific threats (e.g., urbanization, climate change) in the conservation strategy and by considering potential negative consequences of action (or no action) in the spatial analysis and temporal optimization of priorities. This objective distinctly commits to a science-based decision making process that will engage stakeholders, and leverage existing efforts, towards regional based approach to restoration of the Gulf.
	_1_ Science-based Decision-Mak_zGMovpa9Z9rDc1QTCkQ94g: YES
	Notes:_cvvrIu7Vw2HeAkxCsqsGtA: The sponsor (Mississippi) notes that land protection and conservation is the single common priority project and program existing on Gulf State management plans. The conservation legacy of state fish and wildlife agencies, federal land management agencies, NGOs and private land stewards have provided a strong foundation to help protect and restore the ecological richness of the Gulf of Mexico region.  Mississippi further notes that land conservation is an important restoration tool that: 1) is projected to make a significant contribution to restoring and protecting natural resources of the Gulf; 2) has a large spatial scale of influence that will substantially contribute to Gulf-wide ecosystem restoration in multiple ecoregions; and 3) will foundationally restore the long-term resiliency of multiple ecosystems across the Gulf, and 4) has been emphasized in numerous Gulf Coast comprehensive plans, strategies and visions for the restoration of the Gulf prior to and after the Deepwater Horizon oil spill by federal agencies, state agencies, academic community, and the NGO community.
	_6_ Promote Natural Resource S_s2cZLeCRVogh*IA89guMzg: YES
	_5_ Promote Community Resilien_Gq4uVp1DCqDt-b8EzMFyEA: YES
	_4_ This project will restore _IIg1ezFQR5XnwR0OIna-1g: YES
	_3_ This project is contained _HkzjM0ZHWwvF*oMLOCyZ-g: YES
	_2_ This is a large-scale proj_HrhqVvNKGkxi2*WvfKlYRw: YES
	_1_ This project is projected _DPMgXNukuc3*dbkerMPTnw: YES
	singleselectfield_YBOvjmTnofJQr2gODeWJRQ: Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats
	Notes:_VYndyYIJr6GQG9cYV72yqg: Also listed in the proposal as secondary objectives:
- Promote Community Resilience
- Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education
- Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes

The proposal lists its objectives as the following:
1. Protect priority lands, through fee-simple and conservation easement programs throughout the Gulf of Mexico.
2. Establish a Gulf-wide conservation enrollment assistance program that provides funds to assist with due diligence and monitoring support for voluntary donations of fee simple or conservation easements.
3. Create a strategic conservation landscape assessment framework for future land acquisition prioritization through collaborative conservation planning and design.
4. Utilize monitoring to understand effects of land conservation on habitat characteristics.
5. Undertake education and outreach activities to describe the values of land protection for habitat, water quality improvement and for securing the future of the Gulf of Mexico
	_4_ Restore and Enhance Natura_uZai1zCDd3BtaP468Jp7Pw: YES
	_3_ Protect and Restore Living_*sj*618XpGyBlCAo1BckBA: YES
	_2_ Restore, Improve, and Prot_T7QbMg3qJE1zAfZKcLoilQ: YES
	_1_ Restore, Enhance, and Prot_cemZXWlXlHqtTB2JVWP2aA: YES
	Notes:_LXZaTlpa8DERVDzdWyVBiw: All other RESTORE Goals are listed as Secondary Goals.

The proposal states that it aims to address the focus areas of habitat and water quality, as well address other RESTORE goals of protecting living resources and enhancing community resilience.  The proposal states that by proposing a land conservation and protection strategy, the participants strategically engage multiple facets of land protection and conservation across the Gulf that address significant conservation priorities and have tangible and multiple long-term benefits for the Gulf of Mexico ecosystem.
	singleselectfield_5pN2cpwlVJrl2hu4Sr-qhw: Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.
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