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A. Comprehensive Plan Goals

Of the goals addressed by the proposal, which is the single primary goal? 
Proposals should discuss how the proposed activity is designed to address the primary goal. 
Check one:

 Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key 
coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.

Restore Water Quality – Restore and protect water quality of the Gulf Coast region’s fresh, 
estuarine and marine waters.

Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources – Restore and protect healthy, 
diverse and sustainable living coastal and marine resources.

Enhance Community Resilience – Build upon and sustain communities with capacity to adapt to 
short- and long-term changes.

Restore and Revitalize the Gulf Economy – Enhance the sustainability and resiliency of the Gulf 
economy.

Notes:



B. Comprehensive Plan Objectives

Proposals must clearly identify which objectives the proposal will address

1. Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

YES NO Not articulated N/A

4. Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



8. Of these objectives which is the single primary objective the proposal addresses?

Check one:

 Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

Protect and Restore Living Coastal and Marine Resources

Restore and Enhance Natural Processes and Shorelines

Promote Community Resilience

Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

Improve Science-Based Decision-Making Processes



C. RESTORE Act and Comprehensive Plan Priority Criteria  
  
All proposals must explain if the proposal addresses one or more of the priority criteria as established by the 
RESTORE Act and Initial Comprehensive Plan and, if so, how. 

1. This project is projected to make the greatest contribution to restoring and protecting the natural resources, 
ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region, 
without regard to geographic location within the Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

2. This is a large-scale project/program that is projected to substantially contribute to restoring and protecting 
the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast ecosystem. 

YES NO Not articulated N/A

3. This project is contained in existing Gulf Coast State comprehensive plans for the restoration and protection 
of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of the 
Gulf Coast region. 

YES NO

4. This project will restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and 
wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 

YES NO

5. Promote Community Resilience

YES NO Not articulated N/A

6. Promote Natural Resource Stewardship and Environmental Education

YES NO Not articulated N/A

Notes:



D. Comprehensive Plan Commitments 
  
All proposals must demonstrate how the proposal will achieve any or all of the commitments in the Comprehensive 
Plan. The commitments in the Comprehensive Plan are as follows:  
  
Does the proposal articulate how it will achieve the following commitments in the comprehensive plan?

1. Science-based Decision-Making 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to Restoration

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Engagement, Inclusion, and Transparency

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Leveraging Resources and Partnerships 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

5. Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts 

YES NO

Notes:

E. Meeting Commitments and Tracking and Measuring Progress

1. Does the proposal articulate how it will meet and achieve its commitments?

YES NO Not articulated

2. Does the proposal have a plan for tracking and measuring progress?

YES NO

Notes:



F. Proposal Emphasis Areas

Does the submission describe how the proposed project or program addresses the following four considerations:

1. Is the proposed activity foundational in the sense that the project or program forms an initial core step (or 
steps) in addressing a significant ecosystem issue, and can future activities be tiered to substantially increase 
the benefits?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

2. Will the proposed activity be sustainable over time?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:

3. Is the proposed activity likely to succeed?

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:



4. Does the proposed activity benefit the human community? 
(examples of benefits may include, but are not limited to: how a project will utilize local workers, how a project 
will benefit geographically or socially vulnerable communities, how a project will benefit the natural resources 
critical to natural-resource dependent industries such as fisheries, tourism, etc.) 
 

YES NO Not articulated

Notes:


	fc-int01-generateAppearances: 
	Notes:_ssnHmXWZK*T4bH-yRL8YfA: As stated in the proposal, the beneficial use of dredged material (BUDM) to transform open water areas into shallow coastal wetlands is an effective method of restoring and creating habitat for fish and wildlife, improving water quality and increasing needed storm buffers. The primary goal addressed by this project is to create shovel ready BUDM projects to restore and conserve habitat. By conducting needed program design work, the project proponents can provide the foundation to use dredge materials to benefit the coastal environment, fish and wildlife communities, local industries and communities, and recreational users of these resources. The habitats restored through this project are important to the life cycles, and therefore the sustainability, of many ecologically and economically significant marine species. The contributions of such natural resources on the ecology and economy of Texas are dependent upon the Sabine-Neches Watershed, the Salt Bayou Watershed, and Galveston Bay having habitats suitable to their development. Restoration of estuarine habitats is important not only to maintain essential habitat for commercially and recreationally important marine species, but also supports the local commercial and recreational fisheries. Sabine Lake and Galveston Bay ecosystems are recognized for their fishing, hunting, and wildlife viewing opportunities.
	_4_ Does the proposed activity_wrWh-BCVcRgbJJV6C4nUpw: YES
	Notes:_-*5GAyZnZD9hI4uTzC514A: As stated in the proposal, there are uncertainties in using dredged materials to support habitats because of potential variations in salinity. The length of time it takes for the sediment to become suitable for a particular marsh application is sometimes hard to predict. Tropical weather events can also adversely affect the completion of a BUDM project. However, planners for these individual projects are experienced and will take these uncertainties into account in preparing the required plans and obtaining the necessary permits.  

In addition, the Notes in Section D.1. articulate the science-based decision-making that will also increase the likelihood of success.
	_3_ Is the proposed activity l_VSEDmLQEafABZ9niFKYJQg: YES
	Notes:_q7I03w-tthRdTt1tHQaI*w: As indicated in the proposal, beneficial use of dredged materials for marsh restoration, fast land creation, beach nourishment, and shoreline protection returns valuable sediment to the system.  Although dredged material is readily available on the Texas coast, these BUDM projects have been hampered by the lack of funding for project design to contain the materials. Once the design work is complete, this would facilitate the continued use of the marsh cells for beneficial dredge material placement areas. Sediment used for habitat restoration remains in the active sediment system, supporting the sustainability of habitats by tempering erosion and retaining fast land. The USACE and regulatory permitting review agencies are strongly encouraging applicants for dredging permits to beneficially use the material to create or enhance coastal marshes. These applicants are potential partners to restore marshes within each of the project areas, but are prevented from doing beneficial use work by the lack of funding for design, engineering, and permitting. By conducting needed program design work, the project proponents can provide the foundation to use the materials to benefit the coastal environment, fish and wildlife communities, local industries and communities, and recreational users of these resources. 
	_2_ Will the proposed activity_kF1Qj3MYM1csxHhXn3c5rA: YES
	Notes:_5JNUi9fkVbjh2aJTRsLB9A: As stated in the proposal, dredged materials are plentiful because of the need to maintain basins and channels for navigation, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) actively supports beneficial use projects whenever feasible. But the proper placement of dredged materials to restore or create viable wetland habitat is a challenging engineering task. It requires advance planning through careful site selection, preparation of engineering and design plans, environmental compliance, and permitting. Texas natural resource managers have selected a number of sites favorable for BUDM projects. While the USACE and other dredgers are ready and willing to contribute materials, project proponents often lack funding for project design and for the higher cost of beneficial use over traditional disposal methods. Each additional designed project creates valuable data that can be shared with the public to increase knowledge about sediment transport rates and magnitudes. Texas is working towards a regional sediment management approach with the USACE and other stakeholders. The project design funded by this project would move these efforts closer to fruition and are foundational to achieving restoration leveraging existing resources.
	_1_ Is the proposed activity f_0BM53rup6ZF2ISK6rUCySw: YES
	Notes:_xD4JHPZ7Gwub593STMPq3A: As stated in the proposal, concepts for the three individual projects have been completed by resource managers. Preliminary work, design and engineering by experienced coastal engineering firms should take 6-8 months. During the development of project design features, individual project managers and coastal engineers will coordinate with the state and federal natural resource agencies to ensure that all design features comply with statutory obligations. When engineering and design is complete, project managers will pursue required permitting, which can take an additional 3-12 months, depending on the type of permitting required. It is anticipated that engineering, design and permitting for the three individual projects should be completed by 12-24 months from the date that project design funding becomes available. Specific measures of success are articulated in the Notes in Section D.5.  In addition, the Notes in Section D (overall) provide information on how the proposal will achieve its commitments.
	_2_ Does the proposal have a p_oVmNJ6ZQKnSVilNNQvUQZA: YES
	_1_ Does the proposal articula_nrlYBmuaTw6qsqWzLtNicw: YES
	Notes:_m4IMIes4Va2ERYuLz-7naw: As stated in the proposal, the Texas BUDM Project Design Fund Phase I will provide project design funding for planning, which includes preliminary topographic and bathymetric surveys, engineering, design, permitting, and budget development for individual projects. The goal is to move each project to a shovel-ready state. Working with coastal professionals, proponents will design projects that beneficially use dredged materials to restore elevations within individual project areas to those suitable to support emergent marsh vegetation. Potential sources of suitable dredged material would also be identified. 

Specific measures of success would include completion of an approved project design, submission of all required permit applications to the respective agencies, and identification of at least one source of dredge material for construction of the project. Pending receipt of all necessary permits, the project should be made shovel ready by the end of the project period. The project proponents would track the success and completion of each task to ensure that the work stays on schedule and milestones are completed in accordance with the approved work plans.  

The measure of success of a project design would be the successful completion of environmental compliance, permitting, and final budget development.
	_5_ Delivering Results and Mea_zLe*vqKxNbIjrQF7GhguJQ: YES
	Notes:_x4SLgzI0PRhjKJwylkBvAw: As stated in the proposal, no additional funding is anticipated for these projects for engineering and design beyond that requested with this proposal. However, the process of engineering and design will rely upon participation by a host of project partners. These may include natural resource agency personnel (including representatives from USFWS, TCEQ, TPWD, NRCS, etc.), NGOs, and potential future construction phase funding partners.

	_4_ Leveraging Resources and P_9Ntih-97VDtXh*ieU3UAGw: YES
	Notes:_ebp62ao01pHaVma8kJrEjg: As stated in the proposal, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) would conduct one or more public information meetings during the permitting process for the Nelda Stark and Salt Bayou Unit projects to inform the general public of the project goals and objectives, and expected benefits to fish and wildlife resources. TPWD committed to be available to speak with focus groups, such as the Coastal Conservation Association local chapters upon request. TPWD would invite local industries that have the potential to beneficially use dredge material to discuss how their needs can be incorporated into the long term restoration plan for the Nelda Stark and Salt Bayou Units. Galveston Bay Foundation will create a webpage to showcase the Pierce Marsh project design phase on its website, www.galvbay.org (average of 4,600 visitors monthly), and include articles in its quarterly hard-copy newsletter (3,500 recipients) and/or monthly e-newsletter (average of 7,986 recipients monthly). It is anticipated that the later construction phases will also provide more outreach and education opportunities.
	_3_ Engagement, Inclusion, and_bZjwblLj5*fwiPHmqQhDmw: YES
	Notes:_o9jp3rQEfdn8ZfoyShMARw: As stated in the proposal, the goal of regional sediment management is shared by all five Gulf coast states, numerous federal agencies and nongovernmental organizations. Each additional designed project creates valuable data that can be shared with the public to increase knowledge about sediment transport rates and magnitudes. Texas is working towards a regional sediment management approach with the USACE and other stakeholders. The project design funded by this project will move these efforts closer to fruition. 
	_2_ Regional Ecosystem-based A_KWEhND7FTWx7atRUJ9UepQ: YES
	Notes:_PnLcdJWb0fKGJQwq-fjKxA: As stated in the proposal, the beneficial use of dredged material (BUDM) to transform open water areas into shallow coastal wetlands has proven to be a highly effective method of restoring and creating habitat for fish and wildlife, improving water quality and increasing needed storm buffers. This project would provide project design funding for preliminary activities, engineering, design, and permitting. Project proponents would engage the services of experienced surveyors, coastal planners and coastal engineering firms to conduct site assessments and analyses, design restoration plans and complete construction drawings, identify potential sources of dredge material, prepare lease and permit applications to the State of Texas General Land Office and USACE, and otherwise move the projects to a shovel-ready state. 

Pages 13-14 discuss monitoring and adaptive management. Texas commits that project proponents will work closely with the engineering firm(s) to oversee due diligence investigations at the project sites, including, but not limited to, surveys (bathymetric, etc.), analyses (geotechnical, etc.), and consultations (environmental, etc.). The project engineer(s) will use data from due diligence investigations to compile alternatives and cost analyses, which will be reviewed by the project proponents. The proponents will select a design alternative that best fits the project goal, objectives, and budget, and the engineers will produce final design drawings. The project proponent and the engineers will work together to prepare, submit, and coordinate permit applications based upon the final designs. Monitoring and adaptive management plans for the marsh acreage to be created will be developed during this planning phase of the projects.

Utilizing experienced project managers, engineers, collecting new data for E & D, as well as commitment to monitoring and adaptive management indicates this proposal will include science-based decision making.
	_1_ Science-based Decision-Mak_zGMovpa9Z9rDc1QTCkQ94g: YES
	Notes:_cvvrIu7Vw2HeAkxCsqsGtA: As stated in the proposal, Texas BUDM Project Design Fund Phase I will provide project design funding for planning, which includes preliminary topographic and bathymetric surveys, engineering, design, permitting, and budget development for individual projects. Upon construction and planting with native marsh vegetation, the individual projects will make contributions to restoring the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region.  Many of these living resources, such as fisheries, were affected across the Gulf by the DWH oil spill. The three proposed projects within this proposal are located in regions of the Texas coast that have experienced the greatest loss of wetlands. Cumulatively, these projects are intended to provide ecosystem services across the Sabine-Neches and Galveston Bay systems.  Each of the three BUDM projects addresses the issues of Wetland/Habitat Loss, Impact to Fish and Wildlife, and Water Quality and Quantity for Region 1 as identified in The Texas Coast: Shoring Up Our Future, a publication of the Texas Coastal Management Program (GLO 2014).  The beneficial use of dredged sediments is a critical goal identified in several Gulf-wide management plans and the Texas Coastal Management Program. Texas is working towards a regional sediment management approach with the USACE and other stakeholders. The project design funded by this proposal would move these efforts closer to fruition.

As stated in the proposal, wetlands are a valuable benefit to Gulf coastal ecosystems. But those ecosystems are increasingly threatened by human activities, such as coastal development, oil and gas exploration, marine transportation, and interruption of sediment cycles, as well as natural events, such as mean sea level rise, subsidence, catastrophic weather events and high tides. The rate of land loss since the 1990s has increased rapidly (Paine et al. 2013). Slowing land loss and restoring wetlands are primary goals of recent efforts to improve the health of the Gulf. Achieving those goals will protect and conserve the natural ecosystem and enhance natural and community resilience to coastal hazards.

Outreach & education opportunities are addressed on page 12 of the proposal where Texas commits the natural resource agencies TPWD, TCEQ and the GLO to publicize and feature the project design funding on www.restorethetexascoast.org. In addition, stating: "It will be hailed as a significant first step in implementing the RESTORE Act in Texas, and thus the agencies will make extra efforts to inform the public about the project and the environmental benefits that will flow from them."
	_6_ Promote Natural Resource S_s2cZLeCRVogh*IA89guMzg: YES
	_5_ Promote Community Resilien_Gq4uVp1DCqDt-b8EzMFyEA: YES
	_4_ This project will restore _IIg1ezFQR5XnwR0OIna-1g: YES
	_3_ This project is contained _HkzjM0ZHWwvF*oMLOCyZ-g: YES
	_2_ This is a large-scale proj_HrhqVvNKGkxi2*WvfKlYRw: N/A
	_1_ This project is projected _DPMgXNukuc3*dbkerMPTnw: YES
	singleselectfield_YBOvjmTnofJQr2gODeWJRQ: Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats
	Notes:_VYndyYIJr6GQG9cYV72yqg: The three proposed projects within this proposal are located in regions of the Texas coast that have experienced wetland loss. Upon completion of construction and planting with native marsh vegetation, the individual projects would make contributions to restoring the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region. Each of the three BUDM projects addresses the issues of Wetland/Habitat Loss, Impact to Fish and Wildlife, and Water Quality and Quantity for Region 1 as identified in The Texas Coast: Shoring Up Our Future, a publication of the Texas Coastal Management Program (GLO 2014).  In addition, the beneficial use of dredged materials for marsh restoration, fast land creation, beach nourishment, and shoreline protection returns sediment to the system. 
	_4_ Restore and Enhance Natura_uZai1zCDd3BtaP468Jp7Pw: YES
	_3_ Protect and Restore Living_*sj*618XpGyBlCAo1BckBA: YES
	_2_ Restore, Improve, and Prot_T7QbMg3qJE1zAfZKcLoilQ: YES
	_1_ Restore, Enhance, and Prot_cemZXWlXlHqtTB2JVWP2aA: YES
	Notes:_LXZaTlpa8DERVDzdWyVBiw: As stated in the proposal, the beneficial use of dredged material (BUDM) to transform open water areas into shallow coastal
wetlands has proven to be an effective method of restoring and creating habitat for fish and wildlife, improving water quality and increasing needed storm buffers. The primary goal addressed by this project is to create shovel ready BUDM projects to restore and conserve habitat, and the primary objective of the shovel-ready BUDM projects is to restore, enhance, and protect habitats. Upon ultimate construction and planting with native marsh vegetation, the individual projects will contribute to restoring the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, and coastal wetlands of the Gulf Coast region. The BUDM projects will also restore long-term resiliency of the natural resources, ecosystem fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, and coastal wetlands of the type most impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. Texas proposes the BUDM Project Design Phase I to provide funding for advance planning for three proposed BUDM projects: (1) Marsh Restoration in the Nelda Stark Unit of TPWD’s Lower Neches Wildlife Management Area (WMA) within the Sabine Lake-Neches River Watershed; (2) Marsh Restoration in the Salt Bayou Unit of the J.D. Murphree WMA in the Salt Bayou Watershed; and (3) Marsh Restoration in Pierce Marsh on West Bay in the Galveston Bay Estuary.
	singleselectfield_5pN2cpwlVJrl2hu4Sr-qhw: Restore and Conserve Habitat – Restore and conserve the health, diversity and resilience of key coastal, estuarine and marine habitats.
	DATE:_nKkRx09WKC33B5nIAkDo*w: 4 February 2015
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	TYPE OF FUNDING REQUESTED (Pla_Jl1IcSr2MosQkI9RDtwlRQ: Planning
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