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	Column1_JnHS3OZVuFsi2ZX70xLRJQ: There is extensive NEPA documentation to support activities proposed in this submission, including a number of Environmental Assessments (EAs) and Categorical Exclusions (CEs).  Existing USDA Programmatic EAs cover portions of this submission. The Council would need to determine whether additional NEPA evaluation may be needed to ensure potential environmental effects are adequately assessed.  The Council could consider adopting the programmatic NEPA documents as part of a two-step compliance process which would involve programmatic NEPA approval, followed by site- or activity-specific NEPA reviews (possibly including use of CEs, where applicable).  In cases where CEs are proposed, further review of potential extraordinary circumstances would be needed.  Further review of compliance with other applicable environmental laws (such as the Endangered Species Act) is also needed.  The existing NEPA and related environmental compliance documentation associated with this submission could help expedite this review.  NEPA and other applicable environmental laws would need to be addressed prior to consideration by the Council of whether or not to fund the implementation portion of this submission.
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